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chief differences begin. The body is decked out with flowers and fine clothes; the face is exposed and the sacred marks are daubed on; and, in the case of females, the jewels are also put on. As the body is buried in a sitting posture, the bier has to be made in a peculiar form. The body is placed as though sitting in a kind of open sedan chair, the bier being called anantashayanam or the everlasting couch. Amongst the Lingadharis the bier is borne by any of the sect, regardless of caste distinction. Often the bearers are a mixed number from various castes. There is always music with the procession, and on the way the bier is put down three times and the plaintive question " 0 spirit hast thou returned " is put to the deceased by the purohita just as in the case of those who cremate.
On arriving at the cemetery, the grave, usually a very shallow one, is found ready prepared and the ceremonies at once begin. The first thing is to purify the place. This is done by sprinkling the grave and its surroundings with water in which vibufchi1 has been mixed; at the same time a mantrarn is repeated by the purohita. This mantrarn is one of those quoted in the chapter on Sacred Marks2 and is an appeal to earth as a deity. The body is then placed in the grave; but before it is put in the clothes and jewels are all taken off, and it is stripped quite bare.
When the body has been placed in the grave, earth is put in about as high as its waist. The karta, or chief mourner, then takes the lingam of the deceased out of its receptacle., which is usually a kind of silver sarcophagus, suspended from the neck, and having bathed and worshipped it, he places it in the left hand of the dead person, where it is allowed to remain; to be buried with the body. The priest then
l Ante, p. 78.                       2 Ante, p. 79.